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prohibited under this part unless the 
regulation, ruling, instruction, or li-
cense is issued by the Office of Foreign 
Assets Control and specifically refers 
to this part. No regulation, ruling, in-
struction, or license referring to this 
part shall be deemed to authorize any 
transaction prohibited by any provi-
sion of this chapter unless the regula-
tion, ruling, instruction or license spe-
cifically refers to such provision. 

(c) Any regulation, ruling, instruc-
tion, or license authorizing any trans-
action otherwise prohibited under this 
part has the effect of removing a prohi-
bition or prohibitions contained in this 
part from the transaction, but only to 
the extent specifically stated by its 
terms. Unless the regulation, ruling, 
instruction, or license otherwise speci-
fies, such an authorization does not 
create any right, duty, obligation, 
claim, or interest in, or with respect 
to, any property which would not oth-
erwise exist under ordinary principles 
of law.

§ 597.502 Exclusion from licenses and 
authorizations. 

The Director of the Office of Foreign 
Assets Control reserves the right to ex-
clude any person, property, or trans-
action from the operation of any li-
cense, or from the privileges therein 
conferred, or to restrict the applica-
bility thereof with respect to par-
ticular persons, property, transactions, 
or classes thereof. Such action shall be 
binding upon all persons receiving ac-
tual or constructive notice of such ex-
clusion or restriction.

§ 597.503 Payments and transfers to 
blocked accounts in U.S. financial 
institutions. 

(a) Any payment of funds or transfer 
of credit or other financial or economic 
resources or assets by a financial insti-
tution into a blocked account in a U.S. 
financial institution is authorized, pro-
vided that a transfer from a blocked 
account pursuant to this authorization 
may only be made to another blocked 
account held in the same name on the 
books of the same U.S. financial insti-
tution. 

(b) This section does not authorize 
any transfer from a blocked account 

within the United States to an account 
held outside the United States.

NOTE TO § 597.503: Please refer to §§ 501.603 
and 597.601 of this chapter for mandatory re-
porting requirements regarding financial 
transfers.

§ 597.504 Entries in certain accounts 
for normal service charges author-
ized. 

(a) U.S. financial institutions are 
hereby authorized to debit any blocked 
account with such U.S. financial insti-
tution in payment or reimbursement 
for normal service charges owed to 
such U.S. financial institution by the 
owner of such blocked account. 

(b) As used in this section, the term 
normal service charge shall include 
charges in payment or reimbursement 
for interest due; cable, telegraph, or 
telephone charges; postage costs; cus-
tody fees; small adjustment charges to 
correct bookkeeping errors; and, but 
not by way of limitation, minimum 
balance charges, notary and protest 
fees, and charges for reference books, 
photostats, credit reports, transcripts 
of statements, registered mail insur-
ance, stationery and supplies, check 
books, and other similar items.

§ 597.505 Payment for certain legal 
services. 

Specific licenses may be issued, on a 
case-by-case basis, authorizing receipt 
of payment of professional fees and re-
imbursement of incurred expenses 
through a U.S. financial institution for 
the following legal services by U.S. 
persons: 

(a) Provision of legal advice and 
counseling to a foreign terrorist orga-
nization or an agent thereof on the re-
quirements of and compliance with the 
laws of any jurisdiction within the 
United States, provided that such ad-
vice and counseling is not provided to 
facilitate transactions in violation of 
any of the prohibitions of this part; 

(b) Representation of a foreign ter-
rorist organization or an agent thereof 
when named as a defendant in or other-
wise made a party to domestic U.S. 
legal, arbitration, or administrative 
proceedings; 
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(c) Initiation and conduct of domes-
tic U.S. legal, arbitration, or adminis-
trative proceedings on behalf of a for-
eign terrorist organization or an agent 
thereof; 

(d) Representation of a foreign ter-
rorist organization or an agent thereof 
before any federal or state agency with 
respect to the imposition, administra-
tion, or enforcement of U.S. sanctions 
against a foreign terrorist organization 
or an agent thereof; 

(e) Provision of legal services to a 
foreign terrorist organization or an 
agent thereof in any other context in 
which prevailing U.S. law requires ac-
cess to legal counsel at public expense; 
and 

(f) Representation of a foreign ter-
rorist organization seeking judicial re-
view of a designation before the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit pursuant to 8 
U.S.C. 1189(b)(1).

Subpart F—Reports
§ 597.601 Records and reports. 

For provisions relating to records 
and reports, see subpart C of part 501 of 
this chapter; provided, however, that 
all of the powers afforded the Director 
pursuant to the first 3 sentences of 
§ 501.602 of this chapter may also be ex-
ercised by the Attorney General in con-
ducting administrative investigations 
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 2339B(e); provided 
further, that the investigative author-
ity of the Director pursuant to § 501.602 
of this chapter shall be exercised in ac-
cordance with 18 U.S.C. 2339B(e); and 
provided further, that for purposes of 
this part no person other than a U.S. fi-
nancial institution and its directors, 
officers, employees, and agents shall be 
required to maintain records or to file 
any reports or furnish any information 
under §§ 501.601, 501.602, or 501.603 of this 
chapter.

Subpart G—Penalties
§ 597.701 Penalties. 

(a) Attention is directed to 18 U.S.C. 
2339B(a)(1), as added by Public Law 104–
132, 110 Stat. 1250–1253, section 303, 
which provides that whoever, within 
the United States or subject to the ju-
risdiction of the United States, know-

ingly provides material support or re-
sources to a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion, or attempts or conspires to do so, 
shall be fined under title 18, United 
States Code, or imprisoned for not 
more than 10 years, or both. 

(b) Attention is directed to 18 U.S.C. 
2339B(b), as added by Public Law 104–
132, 110 Stat. 1250–1253, section 303, 
which, as adjusted pursuant to the Fed-
eral Civil Penalties Inflation Adjust-
ment Act of 1990 (Pub. L. 101–410, as 
amended, 28 U.S.C. 2461 note), provides 
that, except as authorized by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, any financial 
institution that knowingly fails to re-
tain possession of or maintain control 
over funds in which a foreign terrorist 
organization or its agent has an inter-
est, or to report the existence of such 
funds in accordance with these regula-
tions, shall be subject to a civil penalty 
in an amount that is the greater of 
$55,000 per violation, or twice the 
amount of which the financial institu-
tion was required to retain possession 
or control.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (B). The current $55,000 
civil penalty cap may be adjusted for infla-
tion pursuant to the Federal Civil Penalties 
Inflation Adjustment Act of 1990.

(c) Attention is directed to 18 U.S.C. 
1001, which provides that whoever, in 
any matter within the jurisdiction of 
the executive, legislative, or judicial 
branch of the Government of the 
United States, knowingly and willfully 
falsifies, conceals or covers up by any 
trick, scheme, or device a material 
fact, or makes any materially false, 
fictitious or fraudulent statement or 
representation, or makes or uses any 
false writing or document knowing the 
same to contain any materially false, 
fictitious or fraudulent statement or 
entry, shall be fined under title 18, 
United States Code, or imprisoned not 
more than 5 years, or both. 

(d) Conduct covered by this part may 
also be subject to relevant provisions 
of other applicable laws. 

[62 FR 52495, Oct. 8, 1997, as amended at 68 FR 
61361, Oct. 28, 2003]

§ 597.702 Prepenalty notice. 
(a) When required. If the Director of 

the Office of Foreign Assets Control 
has reasonable cause to believe that 
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